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ICT-Driven Activities for Developing Reading Skills
Reading comprehension lies at the core of language proficiency and is a complex cognitive process involving the interaction between the reader, the text, and the context. The integration of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) tools enhances engagement and provides opportunities for differentiated instruction. Understanding these dimensions of comprehension enables educators to design activities that develop critical, interactive, and autonomous readers in the digital age. This article focuses on differentiation between traditional reading and digital/online reading which involves navigating, evaluating, and synthesizing information from multiple online sources and leads to the development of critical digital literacy and information literacy. 
Language learning apps and platforms make acquiring a new language more engaging and accessible. These platforms offer interactive lessons that combine reading, writing, listening, and speaking exercises to strengthen vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation skills. Their gamified approach keeps learners motivated with progress tracking, rewards, and short daily practices. Many apps also adapt to individual learning styles, ensuring personalized progress. With features like speech recognition, cultural insights, and real-life conversation practice, they provide a well-rounded foundation for beginners and advanced learners alike, making language learning convenient anytime and anywhere.
Genially [2] offers a variety of templates for presentations, infographics, quizzes, and more, enabling users to create professional-looking materials quickly and easily. It allows multiple users to collaborate on projects in real time, promoting teamwork and enhancing the learning experience through shared ideas and resources. For reading tasks, it’s a great way to make texts more engaging by embedding questions, links, images, videos, and interactive hotspots directly into the reading material.
iSLCollective [1] offers a wide range of resources and provides a variety of reading materials suited for different levels. It gives free access to many worksheets and activities. Teachers worldwide upload and share quality materials, they can also modify worksheets to suit their specific lesson plans. Regularly incorporating reading materials and activities will help students build comprehension, expand vocabulary, and develop a love for reading in English.
Perusall [3] turns solitary reading into a social, thoughtful, and measurable activity. With the right setup and guidance, it can significantly boost reading comprehension, critical thinking, and classroom discussion. Students learn by interacting with peers’ thoughts in real time. The social aspect motivates them to actually do the reading.
Social media often uses non-standard grammar; there must be a balance with formal study. Short posts of Twitter/X [4] help with concise writing, slang, trending expressions, and real-time discussions. Communities for learners and native speakers allow questions and answers, cultural exchange, and informal practice on Facebook. Quick videos on Instagram & TikTok and captions expose learners to everyday English, idioms, and cultural references. Reddit & Discord [5] offers spaces for long-form discussions, debates, and community interactions.
The positive side of using the social media for educational purposes can be outlined in a few points:
· Exposure to slang, idioms, emojis, and abbreviations (LOL, BTW, etc.).
· Cultural insights, such as learning about humor, traditions, news, and social norms.
· Real conversations with native speakers build confidence.
· Reading skills improvement via comprehension of videos, memes, and comment sections.
Immediate feedback, likes, and replies keep learners engaged and boost their motivation.
Virtual classes are live online lessons with teachers or tutors, conducted through platforms like Zoom, Microsoft Teams, or Google Meet. They simulate the classroom experience, but learners can join from anywhere in the world. There are several types of virtual classes:
· One-on-One tutoring providing tailored lessons focusing on learner needs.
· Group classes promote teamwork, peer interaction, and social language practice.
· Workshops/Webinars focus on specific skills (e.g., pronunciation, business English, IELTS preparation).
On the positive side there are such factors as
· Real-time interaction: learners can ask questions, clarify doubts, and practice instantly.
· Personalized feedback: teachers can correct pronunciation, grammar, and style immediately.
· Collaborative learning: group discussions, breakout rooms, and role-playing activities mimic natural conversation.
· Flexibility: students can join classes from home, saving travel time and accessing global instructors. 
Digital versions of books are easily accessible on phones, tablets, or e-readers. They offer quite a few benefits:
· Adjustable font size and integrated dictionaries for instant word lookup.
· Access to a wide range of genres (novels, academic texts, magazines).
· Annotations and highlighting tools to aid vocabulary retention.
· Exposure to authentic language use in context.
Audiobooks are narrated versions of books, available through apps like Audible [7], LibriVox [6], or Spotify [8].
They can improve comprehensive skills, pronunciation, and intonation by hearing native speakers. Audiobooks will enhance comprehension through tone, stress, and rhythm in speech.
Paired reading (listening while following the e-book text) boosts both skills simultaneously. Reading and listening together improves word recognition, spelling, and pronunciation. Seeing and hearing words in context strengthens memory.
Language exchange websites and apps connect learners with native speakers worldwide. The idea is simple: you teach someone your native language, and they help you practice theirs — creating a mutual exchange of knowledge. The practice offers real-life dialogues in everyday contexts, as well as opportunity to use informal expressions, slang, and idioms. It boosts understanding how language is used in daily life, not just in textbooks. Learners get used to communicating with real people, overcoming speaking anxiety. 
REFERENCES
1. iSLCollective. https:/www.islcollective.com
2. Genially. https://app.genially.com
3. Perusall. https://www.perusall.com/
4.  Twitter/X. https://x.com/          
5. Reddit & Discord. https://discord.com/safety/reddit-x-discord  
6. LibriVox. https://librivox.org/ 
7. Audible. https://www.audible.com/?srsltid=AfmBOorkv5AWY-iMlNM5FZzUNKKeem8bWK3JaHyh5Y9VJyus-kp2EpAX 
8. Spotify. https://open.spotify.com/      

