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ON METAMODERNISTIS CONCEPTS

Metamodernism is a cultural and philosophical term that emerged in the mid-2000s and gained popularity, particularly in the context of art, culture, and literature. It is characterized by a nuanced and complex approach to the contemporary human experience. The essence of metamodernism can be understood through the idea that it exists in a space between or beyond the traditional distinctions of modernism and postmodernism. It recognizes the polarizing and paradoxical nature of the human experience and aims to navigate this complexity.
Timotheus Vermeulen and Robin van den Akker, two cultural theorists, have made significant contributions to the discussion of metamodernism. They argue that metamodernism displaces the parameters of the present with those of a future presence that is "futureless." This suggests that while it acknowledges the need to engage with the present, it does so with a sense of anticipation and openness to an unpredictable future.
Additionally, they suggest that metamodernism displaces the boundaries of our place with those of a surreal place that is "placeless." This concept implies that metamodernism is not tied to a specific geographical or cultural location; it transcends traditional boundaries and is characterized by a sense of displacement or dislocation.
The quote we provided, "For indeed, that is the destiny’’[1] of the metamodern wo/man: to pursue a horizon that is forever receding," underscores the idea that metamodernism is a constant pursuit of an ever-elusive horizon. It embodies the tension between hope and doubt, success and failure, and the coexistence of sincerity and irony in a world that is marked by emotional depth and apathy, excitement, and melancholy.
Metamodernism can be seen as a response to the complexities of contemporary life, shaped by the digital age, and the acceptance of the multiplicity and contradictions inherent in the human experience. It encourages a more dynamic and flexible approach to understanding and engaging with the world, one that embraces ambiguity, uncertainty, and continuous transformation.
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